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Frequently Asked Questions: U.S. Travel Association Summer Auction 

 

1.  Is donating a package considered a political contribution? 

No. Donating a travel package to the auction is an in-kind contribution to the U.S. Travel 
Association, a nonprofit trade organization. It is not a contribution to TravelPAC, and it is not 
subject to campaign finance limits. 

 

2.  Can I donate a package if I’m not a U.S. Travel member? 

Yes, but the donation must be made in coordination with a U.S. Travel member, who will be listed 
as the contributing party. Non-member items may be bundled to enhance a member’s package—
valuable assets to enhance travel packages. 

 

3.  What happens if a company or ineligible donor wins a package? 

The proceeds from the auction are allocated after the event. If the purchaser is ineligible to 
contribute to TravelPAC, the funds are retained by the U.S. Travel Association in its general 
advocacy fund. 

 

4.  How is compliance with FEC regulations ensured? 

Our legal counsel and FEC compliance professionals review each transaction after the auction 
concludes. Only eligible purchasers’ proceeds go to TravelPAC. 

 

5.  Will my donation be publicly linked to a PAC? 

No. Any recognition for the donation is linked to the Summer Auction event and U.S. Travel 
Association—not to TravelPAC. 

 

6. Why is this fundraising structure legal? 

Because donors contribute to the Association (not the PAC), and only legally eligible proceeds are 
directed to TravelPAC, the process is in line with FEC rules. The system is carefully structured to 
ensure compliance with 11 CFR § 114.2, § 100.52, and § 102.5. 



 

7.  What if I still have questions? 

Contact Nicole Porter nprorter@ustravel.org or Eric Fryer efryer@ustravel.org at U.S. Travel 
Association. They, along with our legal and compliance advisors, can provide additional clarity. 

 

Participating in the auction supports the industry's future—safely, effectively, and with full 
confidence! 
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